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it lies in  me,   I  should make  every effoit to induce the Princes
to join the Federation.

The Hindu, 20-11-1931

215.   EXTRACT FROM  PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE  FEDERAL
STRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING

LONDON,
November   19, 1931

MR. GANDHI: Lord Chancellor and friends, I would like
to tender rny congratulations to Mr. Benthall on his very tem-
per'ate statement, and I wish that he could have seen his way
not to spoil that admirable statement by importing two sentiments.
One sentiment expressed by him was practically that Europeans
or Britishers claimed what they are claiming because of their having
conferred certain benefits on India. I wish that he could have
omitted this opinion, but having expressed it, there should have
been no surprise expressed, as was expressed by Lord Reading,
that there was a courteous retort from Sir Purushottamdas Thakur-
das, and now, as we have heard, reinforced by Sir Phiroze Sethna.
I wish also that he could have omitted the threat that has been
used in that statement on behalf of the great corporation that
he represents. He said that the European support to the national
demand was conditional upon Indian nationalists accepting the
demands of the European community expressed by Mr. Benthall,
as also, not stated in this statement, but we had it, unfortunately,
a few days ago, the separatist tendency expressed in the demand
for a separate electorate, and their joining that separatist combi-
nation about which it was my painful positiqn to speak the other
day. I have endeavoured to study the resolution passed at the
last Conference. I wa^nt to read that resolution again, although
you are familiar with it, because I shall want to say a few things
in connection with that resolution:

At the instance of the British commercial community the principle
was generally agreed that there should be no discrimination between the
rights of the British commercial community, firms and companies trading
in India and the rights of Indian-born subjects

The rest I need not read*

I am extremely sorry, in spite of the great regard and respect
I entertain for Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar, to have
to dissent from this sweeping resolution. I was, therefore, delight-